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on the wild side

[ by CAROL BODENSTEINER ]

M] Hatfield explores

her interest in lowa’s

native flora and fauna —

especially bugs.

10

“Is that — a m00se?

There's a moose in our field!”

Each year, Towa newspapers carry reports
of someone who has spotted an animal
species — a moose, a bear, a cougar — that
hasn’t been seen in the wild here in Towa in
so many years that we've come to believe
it’s gone forever. The rediscovery brings dis-
belief, amazement, and excitement. “They
should be excited — thrilled — to see one
of those animals,” contends Department
of Natural Resources (DNR) Wildlife
Specialist Ron Andrews. “The 21st-century
lowa landscape has changed more than any
other state, so to see one of these animals
around here is special.”

Transforming Towa from prairie,
wetlands, and forest to cropland changed
— perhaps forever — the makeup of

www.lowan.com

mammals, birds, insects, and aquatic life
in the state. Ninety-nine percent of Towa’s
prairie habitat is gone, put into agricul-
tural production more than a century
ago. The once common inhabitant, the
Poweshiek skipperling, is now found
only on the 10-15-acre Hoffman Prairie
State Preserve west of Clear Lake. There
have been further significant decreases
in the butterfly’s population in Towa and
Minnesota since the 1990s, according to
Daryl Howell, DNR zoologist. And no
one knows why. “Weather events can cause
small isolated populations to disappear.”
Recognizing the value of a diverse
ecosystem, the U.S. Congress passed the
Endangered Species Act in 1973. Iowas first
official Endangered Species list was created
in 1977 and today contains some 500
species classified as endangered, threatened,
or of special concern. The Iowa DNR is
working to return some of that diversity to
the Towa landscape. So how are we doing?
How do we know? And why should we care?
Many lowans are familiar with the
resurgence of bald cagles in the state. There
are other success stories. Reintroduction
efforts have restored river otters. Peregrine
falcons are doing well, as are beaver, giant
Canada geese, and white-tailed deer.
White-tailed deer? That’s right. The
bane of drivers and gardeners, these deer
were once hunted to the point of extinction
and were on the 1977 Endangered Species
list. Not anymore. Obviously. “The essence







